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What is the Goal of Governor Hogan’s 
I-495 & I-270 P3 Expansion? 

• Enable private companies to profit from 
congestion under the guise of relieving it.
• Widen I-495/I-270 for four privately-

managed, Luxury Lanes – two in each 
direction.
• Restrict tollway access via high rush hour 

tolls, now topping $48 on No.VA lanes.
• Provide taxpayer support to help companies 

meet their profit targets, especially when toll 
revenues fall short.
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What Would Widening I-495/I-270 Do To Us?

• Reduce quality of life without 
reducing traffic.
• Threaten homes, businesses, 

communities, forest canopy.
• Put taxpayers on the hook to 

backstop a 50-year $11+ 
billion public-private project.
• Stress storm water systems, 

stream valleys by adding 600+ 
acres of impermeable surface.
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What Would Widening Do To Us (cont’d)

• Boost Air & Noise Pollution.
• Add traffic (induced demand)
• Cut down tree buffers
• Reverse legal commitments to cut emissions.

• Boost Health Costs: more PM 2.5 = 
more risk of birth defects, Chronic 
Obstructive Pulmonary Disorder
• Add Green House Gases while 

reducing CO2-absorbing tree canopies. 
• Threaten Historic Sites, like the 

National Park Seminary. 
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What Are Gov. Hogan’s Beltway Promises?
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No Homes Will be Torn Down!

The $11 Billion+ Project Will Pay 
for Itself!

Lexus Lanes Will Reduce Rush 
Hour Congestion!

We’re not convinced…Here’s why:
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No Impact on Houses? Take a Look!

MDOT estimates Luxury Lanes 
would impact:
• 641 to 888 homes would lose 

land and at least 34 would be 
torn down.

• 856 acres of forest canopy 
333 acres of “unique & 
sensitive” areas 

• 14 miles of streams and 
waterways plus 

• Four acres of wetlands

Source:	Maryland	Department	of	Transportation	
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Hogan: “No Homes Will be Taken.”

1. Hogan is either uninformed or,
2. Lexus Lanes lanes will soar over 

our roof tops.
In fact MDOT has cited the elevated 
LBJ Expwy in Dallas as a model for I-
495/I-270. 
• Key fact: the LBJ bestrides industrial 

areas! Not residential/commercial areas 
with schools, parks, streams, families.

• No sound barrier could reduce the extra 
noise

• Flyover lanes would add significant visual 
pollution, neighborhood impacts. 
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Lexus Lanes Pay for Themselves? 
Not Likely!

History shows taxpayers are often on the hook when toll revenues fall short.
• Developers often overestimate traffic to get the contract, according to U.S. 

Department of Transportation. (Dec. 2016 discussion paper)

• 40% of nation’s P3 toll lanes renegotiated terms for more state 
support.

• P3 toll roads went broke in Texas, Indiana, etc. (New Mexico 
taxpayers paid millions repairing private partners’ inferior asphalt.)

• The Texas Legislature voted in 2017 to halt new P3 toll lanes and force many 
toll operators to repay $10 billion in state subsidies because taxpayers were 
fed up!
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Toll Lanes Reduce Congestion? Not Likely!

Uh, uh. Luxury Lanes squeeze more cars on to same number of free lanes, 
according to numerous studies.

• Improved road capacity increases travel times along both (expanded & alternate) routes 
because it attracts more users to the road and away from the metro, thereby worsening 
both services (2013 – Study by Univ. of Richmond, VCU, Kent State University).

•
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BTW -- Why Such High Tolls? 
It’s not just about congestion!

• Toll pricing algorithms are set to 
maintain target speed (~50 mph). 

• So companies play catch-up as few 
drivers pay outside of rush hour.

• Action Committee for Transit 
estimates $41 toll on I-270 will be 
needed for repairs, operations, debt 
service. 
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Washington	Post-Schar School	poll	April	25-- May	2,	2019	Washington	,	DC	area	adults
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Too	Expensive Won’t	reduce	
congestion

Homes will	
be	destroyed

Concerned 74% 75% 80%

Unconcerned 23% 23% 20%

Unsure 4% 2% *

57% of Marylanders Oppose High-Cost Toll Lanes  
(Washington Post-Schar School Poll May 2, 2019)

Here’s what worries Marylanders about Luxury Lanes 
according to the most recent polling data.



But, Luxury Lanes are on a Fast-Track

A Few Key Milestones Ahead

2019 
Fall Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS), Record of 

Decision released for comment.
2020

Winter DEIS Public Hearings
Fall Final EIS/Record of Decision
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Our Goal: Solutions Without Lexus Lanes
• Reversible lanes, metering, other operational changes to improve rush-hour 

flow.
• Expand multi-modal options, with an emphasis on Metro, MARC, Light-Rail, 

Bus Rapid-Transit services
• Add public-private incentives to reduce vehicle miles traveled through 

carpooling, multi-modal options, telework.

• Incent higher-density residential development along current and future 
transit routes.  

Reality Check: There is no one-and-done solution in a City of 6+ Million. 
But There Are Better Ways. 13



Stop Hogan’s 
Lexus Lane Beltway Boondoggle

Tell Your Elected Officials to:
• Protect taxpayers from MDOT’s $11 billion Luxury Lane boondoggle
• Protect Commuters from oppressive tolls, empty promises of long-term relief
• Promote Better Transportation WITHOUT Wasteful Lexus Lanes
• Demand M-DOT transparency and accountability. 

Get involved, spread the word
• Pass out flyers, talk to neighbors
• Follow CABE on Facebook, www.CABE495
• Contact us at 495CABE@gmail.com
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